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A Man of  

Good Character……. 
 

A Student of  

Fair Ability……. 
 

With  

Ambitious Purposes……. 
 

A  

Congenial Disposition……. 
 

Possessed of  

Good Morals……. 
 

Having a  

High Sense of Honor  and 
 

A Deep Sense of  

Personal Responsibility. 

Consul’s Corner 
The Spring semester has flown by. 

While the snow has long melted, we 

enjoy the warm weather with plans 

to finish a very energetic semester 

with significant transitions planned 

by the new leadership. 

 

This time of year is always especial-

ly exciting because it is a period of 

change, including with the election 

and installation of our new officers. 

We are fortunate to have had such a 

strong contingent of motivated and 

competent brothers - many of them 

new initiates - who ran for the posi-

tions. I am personally ecstatic to 

have the opportunity to work with 

our newly elected officers, each of 

whom has ambitious plans for the 

coming year and the work ethic to 

move past impending challenges.  

At the same time, we are all grateful 

to the outgoing officers for what 

they’ve done to bring the chapter to 

where it is now. Both the past and 

prospective officers attended the 

province workshop held at Colum-

bia University in late January, an 

annual meeting of the five chapters 

in our Sigma Chi Hudson Valley 

Province. Perhaps the highlight of 

the event was the presence of Grand 

Consul Michael Greenberg, who 

leads the entire Sigma Chi Interna-

tional Fraternity. He spoke with 

passion about the serious problems 

facing Greek life, especially hazing, 

alcohol use, and sexual misconduct, 

and the actions being taken by Sig-

ma Chi to combat them. The under-

graduates were inspired by his mes-

sage, and we are proud to be part of 

the fraternity acting toward a solu-

tion. 

 

Even before the start of the semes-

ter, the chapter worked to resolve 

the mini-crisis which developed at 

end of the fall - the loss of our past 

chef, Chris Brunette. While many 

relaxed over the break, our past 

Steward Philip Morreale ‘15 and 

In Hoc Signo Vinces 

Christopher Higley ‘16 
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Delta Psi at Hudson Valley Province 

Consul’s Corner 

(continued) 

Brothers, many of them new initiates, and  Sweetheart Beth Conte ‘15 pose with Grand Consul Michael Greenberg at the  province workshop 

Chapter Advisor Bob Eckart ‘73 led a group of undergraduates to select our new chef, Mike Volpe.  

 

Delta Psi also participated in recruitment this semester, extending bids to three promising men, though 

deciding not to have a pledge class in the spring with such a low number of members. We look forward 

to including them in our pledge class in the fall, and meanwhile have even more time to expend on im-

proving the other functions of the chapter. With our increasing size, especially from the 26-member 

pledge class in the fall, we must put extra effort into both maintaining the closeness of the brotherhood 

and improving our internal processes. At the same time, our numbers will prove to be an invaluable re-

source with upcoming events such as our Derby Days philanthropy week, which is on track to be our 

most successful yet and raise over $20,000. 

 

Our sights are set high for the coming year. I have confidence in our undergraduates to put in the work 

to make it a success. While many in the nation start to question the value of Greek life, we will demon-

strate why we are always proud to be Sigs. 

 

In Hoc Signo Vinces, 

Chris Higley ‘16 

Consul 
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Our New Executive Committee 

Name: Chris Higley  

From: Cleveland, OH 

Major: Computer Science 

Class: 2016 

Name: Ryan Gavin 

From: Gillette, NJ 

Major: Information 

Technology, Business & 

Technology Management  

Class: 2017 

Name: Cory Sago 

From: Spokane, WA 

Major: Biology 

Class: 2016 

Name: Tim Saia  

From: Latham, NY 

Major: Chemical  

 Engineering 

Class: 2018 

 

Name: Weixuan Lai  

From: Latham, NY 

Major: Mechanical  

 Engineering 

Class: 2016 

Name: Ryan Williams 

From: Mesa, AZ 

Major: Materials Science 

& Engineering 

Class: 2017 

 

Name: James Crist 

From: Corinth, NY 

Major: Aerospace  

 Engineering 

Class: 2016 

Name: Alexander 

Mikelis 

From: Wyckoff, NJ 

Major: Materials Science 

 & Engineering 

Class: 2017 

Name: Matt Heimlich  

From: East Berlin, CT 

Major: Chemical  

 Engineering 

Class: 2018 

 

Name: Alexander 

Quigley 

From: High Falls, NY 

Major: Industrial and 

Management Engineering 

Class: 2017 
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Scholarship Initiatives 

Since taking over as Scholarship Chairman, we have held three major events. The first was our semian-

nual Pinewoods Dinner, where we invite RPI professors, administrators, other staff members, and mem-

bers of the Troy community to our house for a dinner and a chance to socialize with the brothers in a less 

formal environment than class or work.  

 

Planning the event was stressful, since it was relatively soon after transitions for officer positions, but 

fortunately our chapter advisor was very involved and helpful. Through the combined efforts of several 

officers, we were able to put together a fantastic evening for our 16 guests.  

 

Our second event was a professional development seminar hosted by the Pinewoods Educational Foun-

dation entitled “Hypothesis Based Decision Making,” presented by James Manocchi ‘75, an alumnus 

who works at Deloitte, and one of his coworkers. We attempted to reach out to other groups to join us 

for the presentation, including the Society of Women Engineers and other Greek groups, but unfortu-

nately no other groups were interested or able to attend. We were still able to get a group of 23 attendees 

comprised of brothers and girlfriends, however, making the event worthwhile for the presenters.  

 

Feedback for the event was entirely positive, so much so that we were able to host another successful 

event on presentation skills on March 18. Unfortunately, we had a small turnout, with ten brothers and 

three other members of the Greek community, but those who attended were impressed by the seminar, 

saying it was very helpful and offered good feedback. 

 

In Hoc Signo Vinces, 

Tim Saia ‘18 

Scholarship Chairman 

From left to right: Professor and Associate Dean of Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering Kurt Anderson gives a 

toast at Pinewoods Dinner; Chapter alumnus James Manocchi goes over a PowerPoint slide on decision making  



 5 

 

Back in the fall semester, 

our chef at the time, 

Chris Brunette, had be-

gun to seek other em-

ployment opportunities 

to further his career. 

While we were sincerely 

grateful for the incredible 

service he provided for 

our chapter, we were put 

into a bit of a bind by not 

having a replacement 

immediately lined up to 

carry the torch.  

 

Thankfully, we had sev-

eral brothers who were 

willing to sacrifice their 

time to help out in the kitchen for the remainder of the semester. This effort could not have been possi-

ble without Chris Heinbokel ‘14, who volunteered to lead those who contributed in the kitchen. The 

duties for those involved included ordering food, tracking down specific food items, and cooking the 

meals. 

 

At the end of the semester, our Consul, Oskari Rautiainen ‘15, along with Chapter Advisor Bob 

Eckart, decided that we needed to find a new chef during the winter break. Our Pro-Consul, Chris 

Higley ‘16, put together several advertisements on Craig’s List to find a new chef. After several 

weeks, many great applicants, with a wide range of talents applied for the position. At this point, we 

had a small group of brothers select the candidates that we wanted to interview further, so we set up 

three days of interviewing in which 12 interviews took place. 

 

After talking with many great applicants, our small council came together and selected the applicant 

that stood above the rest. We chose Mike Volpe as our new chef. His qualifications for the position 

more than exceeded our expectations, and he has an deep love for both cooking and interacting with 

fraternity members. As of now, he has been at Delta Psi for three months, and we couldn’t be happier 

that he has become a part of our lives. We are truly blessed to have such a great chef, and we can’t 

thank him enough for his spectacular service. 

 

In Hoc Signo Vinces, 

Phillip Morreale ‘15 

Selecting a New Chef 

Chef Mike Volpe cooks pasta and greets guests at Pinewoods Dinner 
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Delta Psi’s Sweetheart 

This year I have had the privilege and honor of being named the Sweetheart of 

the Delta Psi Chapter.  From my freshman year until now, Sigma Chi has be-

come my second home.  The brothers here are some of my best friends and 

have made my college experience more enjoyable then I could have imagined.  

I’ve gotten to know multiple pledge classes and have watched them mature 

from confused pledges to brothers that spearheaded a 5K to raise money for the 

Huntsman Cancer Institute.  Sigma Chi truly nurtures the men they initiate to 

be the best versions of themselves. 

At the Pinewoods Dinner, I had a wonderful time talking to Mark Smith, the 

Dean of Undergraduate Studies, and getting to know more about how RPI 

works behind the scenes. The connections and relationships I have made along-

side the brothers have helped me to make the most of my college experience. 

I’ve had the opportunity to help with some of the chapter’s community service and philanthropy events 

such as Relay for Life and Derby Days in past years and am excited to have a more active role in the 

coming year.  The brothers do so much for the community, and I just hope to be able to give back to 

them as their Sweetheart. 

 

Yours truly, 

Teressa Leszczyszyn ‘16 

Sweetheart 

Sweetheart Formal 2015 

Tess Leszczyszyn ‘16 
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ΣΧ 

Upcoming Events 

Sigma Chi Fraternity 

58 Pinewoods Ave. 

Troy, NY 12180 

518-274-4239 

- 

Phi Epsilon Phi House Corporation 

PO Box 494 

Averil Park, NY 12018 

- 

58pinewoods@gmail.com 

www.sigmachi-rpi.org 

www.facebook.com/pages/Sigma-Chi-Fraternity-at-Rensselaer/282681148448831 

Twitter.com/RPIsigs 

The Delta Psi Sig The Delta Psi Chapter’s Newsletter Ravi Panse, Chapter Editor 

Upcoming Delta Psi Chapter, Alumni and Sigma Chi Events 

 

 May 2:  Journeys | Sexual Misconduct Seminar 

 May 13: Last Day of Classes  

 July 30-August 1:  Balfour Leadership Training Workshop (BLTW) 

 August 21-23:  Summer Work Party 

 September 2: Recruitment Begins 

 September 19: Alumni Dinner 

 September 25: Bid Commitment Day 

 October 2-4: Homecoming | 65th Anniversary Celebration 


