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After announcing our campaign to provide educa-
tional opportunities and funding to future Delta

Psis and to perform a major renovation of the Pomeroy
Chapter House at the 60th anniversary celebration, our
fundraising efforts are in full swing. With more than
$1,154,000 raised to date, we are more than three-
fourths of the way to reaching our goal of $1.5 mil-
lion to fund the equity portion of this program.

The program plans and the prelimi-
nary drawings of the transformed
house have already gained the
strong support of the Institute and
captured the attention of future Sigs
and their parents during Parent’s
Weekend and the initiation recep-
tion. The new brothers were able
to show a very visible piece of 
evidence to their parents to
demonstrate that the Fraternity
they joined is a very special one.

The campaign has now entered the
class leader phase; a volunteer
from each graduating class will be

reconnecting with his classmates to answer questions
and gain a broader base of support for the program.
Some classes, especially some of those in the 1950s,
are still looking for a class leader, so if you are inter-
ested in helping out and have a desire to connect with
some long-lost friends, let us know! Bob “Ruff”
Hutnick ’71 is coordinating the class leader program,
so give him a call at (703) 860-1929 or drop him an
e-mail at vahuts@aol.com.

Thank you to the alumni who have helped us get this
campaign off to a strong start. Without you, our plans
would forever remain a vision, rather than a reality.
Your loyalty and generosity exemplify why it’s so
great to be a Sigma Chi at RPI. If you haven’t made a
gift to the campaign, now is the time! Take a look at
the donor list on page 3; 134 dedicated alumni
have committed their support to this historic cam-
paign. Will you be #135?

Fraternally,
Paul J. Cosgrave ’72 James C. Manocchi ’75
Campaign Co-Chairman Campaign Co-Chairman
(904) 449-0096 (603) 674-4162
cosgravep@aol.com jmanocchi@deloitte.com

CAMPAIGN TOPS $1,154,000
Class Leaders Sought to Spur Campaign 
House Vision Captures Attention of Future Recruits, Initiates

Campaign Status 
At-a-Glance
As of April 27, 2011

$1,154,135 
Total Commitments

134 
Contributors

17.6%
Participation

$1.5 
Million Goal

The plans for the chapter house renovations and 
educational programming were impressive demonstrations
of the bright future awaiting Delta Psi and its newest
brothers at the initiation banquet. Back row, from left:
Gary Krivo ’14, Connor Tighe ’14, Raymond Kowalski
’14, Jay Cady ’14, Sean Piela ’11. Front row: Brendan
McLaughlin ’14, Vincent Kocher ’14, Joe Chandler ’14,
Stephen Sobel ’14, Dylan Parker ’14, Timothy Loh ’13.
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Recruitment Programming Bolsters Chapter to Full House
Sig Scholars Improve Academic Ranking by 35%

With the passing of one more year at the Tute, the spirit of Delta
Psi rings louder than ever. We built upon recent momentum

and further defined our chapter as one of accomplishment and opti-
mism. As incoming Consul, I am proud to report strong progress on
Delta Psi’s goals of robust recruitment, academic excellence, and
campus involvement.

Strong recruitment has been the cornerstone of our chapter’s success.
I am pleased to announce that Delta Psi initiated more than 15 new
members for the third consecutive year! Our newest brothers—
Jabari White ’14, Joseph Karpie ’14, Devon Mancini ’12, and
Andrew Stevens ’12—were initiated into Sigma Chi on May 7.
These men are a fine addition to our Order, representing Sigma Chi
in selective campus organizations, such as the Residence Life staff
and the Phalanx Honor Society. They raise the active membership of
Delta Psi to 51 brothers, and, for the first time in recent history, the
chapter house will be filled to capacity. We could not be happier.

In other news, past Consul Adam Weltz ’11 and Scholarship Chairman
Mike Cunningham ’12 implemented the most effective scholarship
program in years. Delta Psi’s academic ranking rose by 35% to 15th 
out of 29 campus fraternities. This sets us above the all-fraternity 

average, representing a major accomplishment. Brothers Weltz and
Cunningham set a fantastic precedent for further improvement.

Delta Psi’s involvement on campus continues to rise. Sigs currently
hold leadership positions in at least seven different student clubs,
including executive vice president to the Inter-Fraternity Council.
This makes for the second consecutive year of Sigma Chi leadership
in the greater Greek community. Our chapter continues to burnish
Sigma Chi’s reputation as the preeminent collegiate leadership devel-
opment organization.

We owe Delta Psi’s outgoing officers high praise for their accomplish-
ments during the past year. They have passed us a strong foundation to
build upon, and we are confident for continued success in the upcom-
ing semester. Alumni, if your son has recently enrolled at Rensselaer, I
urge you to notify the chapter. Delta Psi boasts six legacy undergradu-
ates, and they make for some of the best brothers we have. We would
love to hear about your son. Enjoy the summer season.

In Hoc Signo Vinces,
Ken Sobel ’12, Consul
kennethsobel@gmail.com

The 12-man fall 2010 pledge class. Combined with the four pledges this spring, Delta Psi initiated more than 15 new members for the 
third consecutive year. From left: Stephen Sobel ’14, Timothy Loh ’13, Raymond Kowalski ’14, Gary Krivo ’14, Brendan McLaughlin ’14,
Joseph Chandler ’14, Connor Tighe ’14, Jay Cady ’14, Sean Piela ’11, Michael Amador ’12, Dylan Parker ’14, and Vincent Kocher ’14. 

CHARTER MEMBER’S PRAGMATISM
MARKS SIGMA CHI, CAREER SUCCESS

Spotlight on Significant Sig James K. Mitchell ’51

For James K. Mitchell ’51, the reason for join-
ing a fraternity was less romantic than the

forging of a lifelong brotherhood. “Housing was
tight, and we freshmen were pretty much delegat-
ed to live in recently constructed, shack-like
buildings called ‘Tin Town’ up in the area where
the Houston Field House now resides. They were
cold, noisy, uncomfortable, and generally miser-
able,” he says. “The opportunity to be in a better
place was compelling, as was the overall appeal
of being in a group that was welcoming, congen-
ial, and involved.”   

In spite of Jim’s motive behind his fraternity
membership, the activities and fellowship among
his brothers became some of his favorite memo-
ries of his days at RPI. During his stay at 58

Pinewoods, Jim served as a founding member of
the Delta Psi Chapter in its transition from Phi
Epsilon Phi to Sigma Chi. “Sigma Chi’s reputa-
tion as one of the premier organizations in the
college fraternity world was the biggest factor in
our decision,” he says. 

Graduating in civil engineering, Jim went on to
earn a master’s and doctoral degree from MIT in
the specialty he had taken on at RPI, geotechni-
cal engineering. His inspiration to study soil
mechanics evolved from the same spirit of func-
tionality that prompted him to join the Fraternity.
“I got into this area during my junior year at RPI,
when we had to choose a specialization within
civil engineering,” he says. “My choice was prac-

RPI President Jackson (left) presents 
James K. Mitchell ’51 (center) with the 

Davies Medal for engineering achievement. (Continued on page 3)
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Thank You, Loyal Brothers, for Committing $1,154,135 

ARCH LOVE SOCIETY
($250,000 and above)
William G. Pomeroy ’66

SEVEN FOUNDERS
SOCIETY
($100,000 to $249,999)

CONSTANTINE SOCIETY
($50,000 to $99,999)
Foss Hooper ’66

DELTA PSI 1950 SOCIETY
($25,000 to $49,999)
Dennis W. Powers ’63
Bruce S. Allen ’65
Barbara and William C. Wurst ’71

In honor of 
Peter K. Wurst ’04

Paul J. Cosgrave ’72
Robert C. Eckart Jr. ’73
William A. Hanson ’73
Christopher F. Serocke ’73

In memory of
Kenneth H. Sullivan ’73

Robert J. Feldman ’75
James C. Manocchi ’75
Daniel B. DeSantis ’78

In memory of 
Anthony “Rusty” Potts III ’78

William G. Numann ’78
In memory of
Anthony “Rusty” Potts III ’78

Paul E. Roughan Jr. ’78
In memory of
Anthony “Rusty” Potts III ’78

Kevin R. Casey ’79
Howard A. Schneider ’79
John A. Murray ’07

In honor of
the Murray Family

WHITE CROSS SOCIETY
($10,000 to $24,999)
Edwin M. Kellogg ’60
James M. Banghart Jr. ’69

James M. Campbell III ’70
John E. Belletete ’71
Robert H.W. Jones III ’73
Richard Mallicote ’73
Jeffrey H. Cooper ’74

In memory of
Peter “Bopper” Collins ’74

Robert J. Shortle Jr. ’74
Bedard Family Gift

Robert Bedard ’75
William T. Maslyn ’92
Joshua P. Nichols ’05
Geoffrey M. Cohen ’06
Anubhau Srivastava ’07

In honor of 
the Class of 2007

Nathanial E. Murray ’11

BLUE AND GOLD
SOCIETY
($5,000 to $9,999)
Spencer Radnich Jr. ’60

In honor of
the Class of 1960 

Rod Blumenau ’65
Louis M. Chiappetta ’65
Sharon (Sweetheart ’65) and 

Paul Davis ’66
Jonathan Oram ’67
Lawrence W. Mentz ’68
C. Ray Allshouse ’70
Daniel W. Hudson ’70
Janan and Larry “Grizz” Frey ’71
John F. Golden ’71
John Pfaff III ’71
Paul J. Persico ’75
Thomas A. Kouletsis ’76
Laurence E. Heininger, P.E., PMP ’77

In memory of
William J. Stevenson III ’77

Jon F. Merz ’78
In memory of
Anthony “Rusty” Potts III ’78

Stephen P. Noe ’78
In memory of
Anthony “Rusty” Potts III ’78

Alan Eisman ’79

Hal Chait ’80
Robert W. Stone ’82
Thomas J. Hamlin ’83
Andre Turenne ’83
Andrew Muras ’85
Shad McNair ’94
Peter K. Wurst ’04
Brian V. Kimball ’05
Scott R. Mitchell ’07
Benjamin J. Tashjian ’07
Chaz A. Goodwine ’12
Joseph Salomone ’12
Kenneth Sobel ’12

QUEST SOCIETY 
($2,500 to $4,999)
Daniel Burt ’69
Bob “Ruff” Hutnick ’71
Thomas J. Hey ’72
Alan E. Hanbury Jr. ’74

In memory of 
James E. Vaeth Jr. ’74

R. Brad Harvey ’75
John M. Ulm ’78

In memory of
Anthony “Rusty” Potts III ’78

Matthew Cieloszyk ’04
Ronald R. DeMara ’09
Eric C. Pulvino ’09
Jared Wall ’09
Daniel L. Zuber ’10
Daniel E. Delpino ’11
Samuel B. Feldman ’11
Christian E. Foster ’11
Cesar A. Dominguez ’12
Dennis D. Dominguez ’12
Michael S. Hanson ’12
Alexander J. Klafehn ’12
Alex J. Manocchi ’12
Philip McGrath ’12
Rodney Mendez ’12
Jameson M. Price ’12
James W. Schneider ’12
Roddy Yagan ’12
David G. Dausman ’13
Alex Devik ’13

Kyle R. Finver ’13
Nicholas C. Hyman ’13
Joseph A. Pumper ’13
Christopher A. Roche ’13
Aaron H. Squier ’13
Michael Villeneuve ’13
Christopher Ryther ’15

NORMAN SHIELD
SOCIETY
($1,000 to $2,499)
Sharon T. Sullivan

In memory of
Kenneth H. Sullivan ’73

Larre Nelson ’69
Robert L. Barnes ’71
William Crowe ’71
Russell Myers ’76
Michael K. Prescott ’78

In memory of
Anthony “Rusty” Potts III ’78

Eric R. Spalding ’78
In memory of
Anthony “Rusty” Potts III ’78

Joseph M. Wahl ’78
In memory of
Anthony “Rusty” Potts III ’78

Steve O’Shea ’79
James C. Rossetti ’79
Stewart W. Smith ’79
Scott Dukette ’80
Phil Cichanowicz Jr. ’81
Doug Doskocil ’83
Bernard Badami ’85
Steve Rosato ’85
Albert Maier III ’95
Rui G. Soares ’95
Colin J. Haynes ’10
Daniel R. Morse ’10
Brian W. Allen ’12
Michael T. Cunningham ’12
Matthew S. Karnick ’12
Benjamin W. L’Bassi ’12
Isaac M. Nault ’12
Seth P. Wagner ’12
Thomas V. Erickson ’13
Philip J. Maas ’13

We are deeply grateful to the following Delta Psi brothers for commit-
ting $1,154,135 to the Building Our Bridge to SXcellence campaign.

These brothers recognize the importance of ensuring the future of the
Delta Psi Chapter and have demonstrated a sense of gratitude for their per-
sonal experience. Commitments are still needed from the rest of our alum-
ni to achieve our goal and complete this major project. 

All donors contributing a minimum of $1,000, over a five-year period,
will be recognized on a plaque prominently displayed in the newly reno-
vated chapter house. If an error has been made in recording your gift, or
if your name has been mistakenly omitted or listed improperly, we sin-
cerely apologize. Please contact Mike King at mking@penningtonco.com
or (785) 843-1661.

(Continued from page 2)

tical, not reasoned; a classmate and Phi Ep
brother, Dave Thomas ’51, had a car, and I did-
n’t. By choosing the same option as he did, I
could get a ride to campus from 58 Pinewoods.”
And, just like his Sigma Chi experience, Jim’s
decision was a rewarding one. “This turned out
to be a great choice because it led to an interest-
ing and exciting career in teaching, research,
and engineering practice on challenging and
cutting-edge projects.”

After a two-year stint with the military, Jim
landed a position on the civil engineering facul-
ty at the University of California, Berkeley in

1958, a post he would hold for 35 years. Despite
supposedly retiring in 1993, he was appointed to
the faculty at Virginia Tech in 1994, retiring
again in 1999. However, “retiring has been any-
thing but,” Jim says, “as I have continued some
research activity, lots of consulting work nation-
ally and internationally, and professional service
activities of various types ever since.” 

Through his life’s work and his experiences at
RPI and Sigma Chi, Jim developed solid advice
for his young Delta Psi brothers. “Study hard,
play hard, broaden your horizons,” he says. 
“When you come to a fork in the road, it very 

often is a good idea to take it [rather than to stay
on the same path]. And say what you mean;
mean what you say.”

As recipient of the 2010 Davies Medal for
Engineering Achievement from RPI and the
Significant Sig award, Jim’s guidance will be
well heeded by aspiring Delta Psi engineers. “It
was great being able to attend the 60th anniver-
sary of Delta Psi last October,” Jim says. “Both
the chapter and RPI seem to be on a roll, and I
wish all of you the best success in the future.”

To contact Jim, e-mail him at jkm@vt.edu. 
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Attention: This newsletter is intended for alumni and parents. 

If your Sigma Chi son is still attending RPI, he will receive a copy at the chapter house. 

If he has graduated, please send us his permanent address to update our records. Thank you.

The DELTA PSI SIG

Sigma Chi 
House Corporation

P.O. Box 494

Averill Park, NY 12018

Address Service Requested

Great Western Trip to 
Mission Viejo/Newport Beach

May 19-23
Contact Chris “Zoomer” Serocke ’73

at cjserocke@mac.com or 
Dan “Spurt” Burt ’69 at

dan.j.burt@gmail.com 

Belmont Stakes/Golf Outing
June 10-11

Contact “Lucky” Eddy Youngkin ’74 at
edwin.r.youngkin@jci.com or 

Bob “Ruff” Hutnick ’71 at vahuts@aol.com 

Grand Chapter
June 23-26

Summer Work Party
August 19-22

Contact Thom Kouletsis ’76
at tkouletsis@comcast.net

Ken Sullivan ’73 
Memorial Golf Tournament

September 
Contact Bob “Ruff” Hutnick ’71

at vahuts@aol.com

Scholarship Dinner
September 14

Alumni Recruitment Dinner
September 17

Like this newsletter? Want to help put together the next one? We need help on the communications 
editorial team. Volunteers will collect alumni news, edit, and write for our newsletters and website. No
experience needed. Contact Bob “Barney” Shortle ’74 at bobshortle@gmail.com for more information.

Communications
Editorial Team
Seeks Volunteers

Calendar of

events

Engineering before joining the faculty at Virginia Tech. He continues to
research and supervise Virginia Tech graduate students, having written
more than 375 publications and supervised the dissertation research of 75
doctoral students.

Order of the Constantine
Robert “Ruff” Hutnick ’71 was selected to the Order of Constantine

class of 2011.   Ruff is recognized for his diligent promotion of the
brotherhood as the director of a vigorous alumni social program

and as the chairman of Delta Psi’s capital campaign class lead-
ers. Ruff has developed a formal network of class leaders to
promote brotherhood as part of our chapter fundraising cam-
paign. “Bob has performed this role informally for decades,”
says Bob Shortle ’74. “He’s now formally recognized for his
leadership to strengthen the bonds of our brotherhood.” Ruff

became the fifth member of Delta Psi inducted into the Order
of Constantine, the honorary organization devoted to the recog-

nition of a lifetime of service to the Fraternity.

Alumni leAders eArn nAtionAl Honors

Significant Sigs
Two Delta Psis received the 2011 Significant Sig Award in recognition of
their outstanding professional accomplishments. The award, introduced in
1935, is given to brothers who excel in their fields of study or occupations.
Alan R. Crain Jr. ’73 is senior vice president and general counsel for
Baker Hughes Inc., the world’s third-largest oilfield services company.
Prior to Baker Hughes, Alan served as executive vice president, general
counsel, and secretary for Crown Cork & Seal Company and as vice
president and general counsel for Union Texas Petroleum. He also
held legal positions at Pennzoil and El Paso Energy.

James K. Mitchell ’51 is a distinguished professor emeritus at
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University and consult-
ing geotechnical engineer. He received RPI’s Davies Medal for
engineering achievement to recognize his substantial engineer-
ing career. He taught at the University of California, Berkeley
for 25 years, retiring from the university in 1993 
as chairman of the Department of Civil and Environmental


