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Delta Psi hosted nearly 200 new members, undergraduate brothers, 
and alumni at the Pomerory Chapter House at 58 Pinewoods Avenue 
on October 2-4, 2015. The weekend celebrated the 65th anniversary 

of Sigma Chi at RPI and included the dedication of the alumni room Order 
of Constantine wall of honor and final performance of Oedipus and the 
Mothers during the band party.  

Award celebrations recognized Ed Kellogg ’60 as our most recent Sig-
nificant Sig. Bill Wurst ’71 and Jim Manocchi ’75 were given Sigma 
Chi Seven Lights awards by the international fraternity recognizing their 
10 years of alumni service. Several of our brothers who have passed on to 
Chapter Eternal, including Gary “Slug” Wood ’71, who passed on earlier 
this year, were recognized in a brief White Rose Ceremony, followed by 
the planting of a memorial tree for Gary Wood outside the library. See more 
at www.sigmachi-rpi.org/news/43

Event Chairman Bob “Ruff” Hutnick ’71 promises the next big event is 
scheduled for 2020. See the full story and more pictures at www.sigmachi-
rpi.org/news/41

ALUMNI GATHER AT HOMECOMING WEEKEND

DELTA PSI CELEBRATES 65 YEARS AT RPI

Rich Antaya ’85, Ron Cadet ’85, Kurt VanWagenen ’85, Jim O’Brien ’85, 
Steve Rosato ’85, Kevin Piscitelli ’85, Bernard Badami ’85, 
Greg Herbert ’85, and Mike Caccavale ’85 at Homecoming.

Larry Mentz ’68, Dick Ross ’66, and Foss Hooper ’66 
at the band party in matching 2000 reunion shirts.

Members of Oedipus and the Mothers play 
during the 2015 Homecoming celebration.Alumni and guests enjoy the Homecoming dinner.
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The Pinewoods Educational Foundation, Sigma Chi Fraternity 
Delta Psi Chapter, and RPI presented a leadership lecture by 
Courtney Banghart on September 8, 2015. She is the daughter 

of Anne and James Banghart ’69. 

Courtney Banghart is the Princeton head women’s basketball coach. 
She is the 2015 Naismith National Coach of the Year and one of For-
tune Magazine’s 50 greatest world leaders—among the ranks of Pope 
Francis and Bill and Melinda Gates.

Read the full story at www.sigmachi-rpi.org/news/37

COURTNEY BANGHART SPEAKS 
ON LEADERSHIP AT RPI

Pinewoods Educational Foundation Gaining Traction

The Pinewoods Educational Foundation (PEF) continues to gain 
traction following the wildly successful leadership lecture by 
Courtney Banghart as we continue to grow and host more lead-

ership and career development opportunities for undergraduates. The 
spring semester has three seminars planned: financial management for 
young people, interviewing skills (with practice), and introduction to 
project management. The financial management seminar will be de-
livered on campus by Don Bell, who has recently published a book on 
this topic. We will be doing this one on campus to appeal to a wider 
audience. The interview skills course will be led by Dennis Powers 
’63 at the Pomeroy Chapter House where we can have breakouts for 
mock interviews.

The Building Our Bridge capital campaign outstanding pledges are 
winding down as the remaining balances are getting paid. Please try to 
stay on schedule with your payments since we still have debt obliga-
tions to retire. At the same time, the chapter is continuing to solicit and 
receive pledges from new initiates so we can continue the tradition of 
giving back as a means to endow the Foundation’s scholarship fund.  
We are also planning a focused campaign for legacy gifts for scholar-
ship purposes. We will be reaching out to men individually over the 
next year to solicit participation, but in the meantime, anyone who is 
considering leaving a scholarship legacy in your will can contact PEF 
leadership, Larry Mentz ’68, or me regarding ways to accomplish this.  

In hoc,
Jim Manocchi ’75, PEF President
jmanocchi@alum.rpi.edu 

Undergraduates after the Courtney Banghart lecture. More than 200 students, alumni, and visitors attended the lecture.
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Delta Psi Emphasizes 
Community Service, 
Leadership Events

At 58 Pinewoods, 2015 seemed to pass in the blink of an eye. 
Looking back, I am proud of the success of the chapter. 
It’s easy to think about the mistakes and the things that we 

wish we had done, but that’s been overshadowed by the undergradu-
ates’ consistent hard work to pull off our packed schedule. With the 
achievements of the fall behind us, we are excited to be taking on the 
spring semester with renewed energy after the break.

Commitment to Service
In the fall semester, Delta Psi showed its commitment to philanthropic 
events. Led by Community Service Chairman Bill Mehner ’16, the 
chapter took the lead in answering the calls of the Troy community. 
Brothers took rakes and helped multiple residents in need of assis-
tance, in addition to our traditional Pinewoods leaf rake. We also as-
sisted the City of Troy with its Victorian Stroll and brothers’ miscella-
neous family friends. The haunted house we put on for the community 
was a hit, with several long-time attendees claiming it was the best 
yet. Of all, we were most proud and honored to be able to rake the 
lawn of Chris Gribbin ’00 and assist in the gift of his new wheel-
chair-accessible van.

Alumni Events a Success
Including the Gribbin rake, the fall events involving alumni were 
some of the most memorable and impressive to me. Starting with the 
August work party, where double the number of alumni we expected 
attended, we felt the impact of your support. The Pinewoods Educa-
tional Foundation hosted a talk by Courtney Banghart, daughter of 
Jim Banghart ’69, which drew hundreds of attendees—it was a truly 
incredible feat and boost for our PR effort. The 65th celebration and 
Homecoming also drew a great crowd and allowed for important in-
teraction between undergraduates and alumni along with appreciation 
of our history. 

Four Undergraduates Become Alumni
At the close of the semester, four brothers transitioned into alumni 
with the graduating senior ceremony. Mike Greenberg ’15 is work-
ing at The Hartford in risk modeling and analytics. Zackary Reed 
’15 is an inside sales engineer at Northeast Controls. Evan Kaiser 
’15 is working for General Dynamics in Pittsfield, Mass., as a sys-
tems engineer. Dan Lachance ’16 is working as a lab technician at 
the University of Massachusetts, Amherst, before beginning a Ph.D. 
program. While we wished these brothers success, we also said a sad 
goodbye to our next-door neighbors, the Bells, who have always been 
great friends of the chapter. While the Bells move downtown, a young 
family with three children takes their place.

Full Spring Calendar
This spring will be an exciting challenge. Success in our recruitment 
efforts—which typically yield a small spring class—will be vital since 
Greek recruitment numbers in the fall were so poor (16 new mem-
bers). With one semester of headquarters’ pilot new member program 
under our belt, we will carry it out again with the spring new members, 
hoping to bring it to perfection before its full implementation in fall 

2016. Last spring, our Derby Days raised an unprecedented $20,000 
for cancer research. We plan to host another outstanding week in April 
and cement Derby Days as the Greek philanthropic event to emulate 
on campus. Finally, we hope to see you at our spring alumni weekend 
in the end of April.

With the closing of my term as Consul, I realize the great debt of grati-
tude I owe to those who helped make everything work. Thank you to 
the undergraduate officers who worked with me and to the dedicated 
officers of our alumni organizations. Thank you to all of the broth-
ers, undergraduates, and alumni who support our events and make the 
chapter what it is. I am especially grateful for our chapter adviser, Bob 
“Justa” Eckart ’73, without whom I am not sure how I would have 
made it through the past year. All of you make me proud to be a Sig.

In Hoc Signo Vinces,
Christopher Higley ’16
Consul 
higleyc@gmail.com 

The active chapter and alumni gather before 
heading back to the chapter house to give 

Chris Gribbin ’00 his first tour since the renovations.

Chris Gribbin ’00 
Receives Donated Van

Nora and Chris Gribbin ’00 received a van used 
by Gary “Sluggo” Wood ’71 who passed away in 2015 
from a blood cancer called multiple myeloma, which led 

to the paralysis in his back.  The van was donated by Gary’s wife, 
Joann Samalonis Wood, with additional donations collected by Pe-
ter Wurst ’04 from more than 150 brothers and friends to pay off 
the van loan balance. The surprise donation was coordinated with 
the chapter’s annual leaf-raking event at the Gribbin family house 
in Clifton Park, N.Y. 

Chris is a past Delta Psi chapter advisor. Read the full story and see 
pictures at www.sigmachi-rpi.org/news/44
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Class of 1957 
Feature: 

Ray Seidlitz

I considered attending some of the more re-
cent events at the chapter house, such as 
Homecoming, but that just didn’t happen. It 

would have been good to see Carl Thurnau ’57 
again as well as Chuck Hodges ’55 and Bob 
“Smiley” Boehringer ’55, who frequently at-
tend and whom I know well. In fact, Smiley was 
my Big Brother.

Unfortunately, I left RPI after my sophomore 
year due to financial reasons. My parents just 
didn’t have the resources for me to continue, 
even with my job during the school year. I 
started working in R&D at Teletype Corp., in 
the Chicago area, which was part of the Bell 
System. I married the love of my life, started 
a family, and continued my education through 
night school at the Illinois Institute of Technol-
ogy where I obtained a bachelor’s degree in me-
chanical and aerospace engineering. After that, 
I continued at Loyola Graduate School of Busi-
ness for an MBA. I spent a total of 13 years at 
night school—definitely not the preferred way 
to do it. In the late ’70s and early ’80s, I spent 
several years as a product manager at AT&T cor-
porate headquarters in New Jersey and then the 
breakup of AT&T started. I returned to the R&D 
at Teletype which then merged into AT&T Bell 
Laboratories. I retired from Bell Labs as a de-

Ray and his wife, Fay, during 
a recent trip to Yosemite.

The Delta Psi Chapter from the 1954 RPI yearbook.

Delta Psi brothers Doug (Mel) Doskocil ’83 
and Sam Doskocil ’18 visit the Thomas 
Cowan Bell gravesite in San Fransisco. 

partment head in 1990 after 35 years in the Bell 
System, after which I did some consulting for a 
few years before retiring completely.

My wife, Fay, and I continue to enjoy our retire-
ment years at our home in Naperville, Ill., a west-
ern suburb of Chicago, where we enjoy our many 
friends, church, volunteering, the health club, an 
active community, and occasional travel.

This report came from Ray Seidilitz ’57 in re-
sponse to the discovery of spring 1954 pledge 
class pictures found on eBay, purchased by Carl 
Thurnau ’57 and posted online at www.sigma-
chi-rpi.org/news/42 - editor




